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This site is located in a “dead” area of Raleigh’s downtown.  Currently, business This site is located in a “dead” area of Raleigh’s downtown.  Currently, business 
and activity is divided between Fayettville Street and Glenwood South.  It has and activity is divided between Fayettville Street and Glenwood South.  It has 

developed according to traffic needs and has been neglected as a key developed according to traffic needs and has been neglected as a key 
connection point.  First Friday, a downtown-wide art gallery event each month connection point.  First Friday, a downtown-wide art gallery event each month 

has become a popular attraction.  The bars and clubs are also a major has become a popular attraction.  The bars and clubs are also a major 
attraction but are distanced.  Locating a cafe-by-day and a bar-by-night offers attraction but are distanced.  Locating a cafe-by-day and a bar-by-night offers 
opportunities for lunch and coffee during the day, a bar atmosphere at night, opportunities for lunch and coffee during the day, a bar atmosphere at night, 

and potentially programmed events such as an outdoor art gallery or a and potentially programmed events such as an outdoor art gallery or a 
small performance.  The path structure creates the most direct, yet small performance.  The path structure creates the most direct, yet 
enjoyable paths for travelling through and paths to carry you into the enjoyable paths for travelling through and paths to carry you into the 

site or business.  The exposed architecture of the overhead sheltersite or business.  The exposed architecture of the overhead shelter
 and the building on site suggests a new urban style for  and the building on site suggests a new urban style for 

Raleigh but ties in with the use of materials. Raleigh but ties in with the use of materials. 
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Located in a deteriorated area between Glenwood South and Fayetteville Located in a deteriorated area between Glenwood South and Fayetteville 
Street districts of downtown Raleigh, our site on Hillsborough Street is Street districts of downtown Raleigh, our site on Hillsborough Street is 
in desperate need of life and activity.  Bringing an evocative structure as in desperate need of life and activity.  Bringing an evocative structure as 
a café and bar to this area will stand out and push the limits of Raleigh’s a café and bar to this area will stand out and push the limits of Raleigh’s 
urban design. Inspired by the historic willow oaks on site, wooden beams urban design. Inspired by the historic willow oaks on site, wooden beams 
will form the framework of the structure.  Glass panes will keep the building will form the framework of the structure.  Glass panes will keep the building 
visually connected with the surrounding environment and provide a more visually connected with the surrounding environment and provide a more 
open atmosphere to the interior. The rear of the interior space will be used open atmosphere to the interior. The rear of the interior space will be used 
for functions of the building such as utilities, trash, and storage.  There will for functions of the building such as utilities, trash, and storage.  There will 
be outdoor seating both close to the building and under the tensile fabric be outdoor seating both close to the building and under the tensile fabric 
shelter facing the building.  Rooftop seating areas can also be accessed shelter facing the building.  Rooftop seating areas can also be accessed 
by the public but will be limited to the hours the business is open for safety by the public but will be limited to the hours the business is open for safety 
concerns.  The roof will be constructed in a manner that will collect concerns.  The roof will be constructed in a manner that will collect 
rainwater as it sheds off by a series of runnels.  They will then collect to rainwater as it sheds off by a series of runnels.  They will then collect to 
one side and drain off the roof in a controlled “waterfall” into a rain garden one side and drain off the roof in a controlled “waterfall” into a rain garden 
below.  Hopefully becoming a popular location, this structure will begin to below.  Hopefully becoming a popular location, this structure will begin to 
revitalize downtown and drive further urban development for the benerevitalize downtown and drive further urban development for the benefi t of fi t of fi
Raleigh’s residents and visitors.
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