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“A society grows great when old men plant trees
whose shade they know they shall never sit in.”
- Greek Proverb

page 2

page 3

contents
nicole elizabeth steele
Masters of Landscape Architecture with a Certificate in City Design
Bachelors of Landscape Architecture with a Minor in Graphic Design
North Carolina State University College of Design
nicole@nicolesteele.com
(919)906-6205

master planning
urban design
research + analysis
technical skills

nicolesteele.com

page 4

page 5

master planning

“Opportunity is missed by most people because it is
dressed in overalls and looks like work.”
- Thomas Edison
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Task: Self-led final project.
Response: Design an urban extreme sports complex featuring
cable wakeboarding facilities and a waterski lake on a
brownfield site located in Charlotte, NC. Proposal included site
selection based on future development and transit opportunities
and consideration for non-vehicular connectivity, stormwater
management, social interaction, and revenue generation through
commercial space, events, and a small scale performance venue.
Course: Final Capstone Studio, Fernando Magallanes, Fall 2011
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Task: Develop a master plan concept focused on mixed-use development.
Response: Use the existing environmental features to inspire the organization of site
infrastructure and buildings and create a sustainable and economically viable plan.
Course: Coastal Dynamics Design Studio, Andrew Fox/David Hill, Spring 2017
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Task: Craft a high-level conceptual masterplan for
a greenway system around Lake Raleigh on NC
State University’s Centennial Campus.
Response: Enhance the traditional uses of
greenways by leveraging the environmental
resources to support the university’s overall
goals and aspirations for exemplary educational
opportunities.
Course: Greenways, Chuck Flink, Fall 2017
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urban design

“Character is how you treat those
who can do nothing for you.”
- Anonymous
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Task: Engage the community to both experience the existing Dorothea Dix Park and gather ideas and feedback for
the master planning process.
Responsibilities: Support community engagement efforts through coordination of logistics for meetings, festivals, and
lectures as well as manage the communication efforts to publicize information about each event.
Employer: City of Raleigh, Dorothea Dix Park
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Task: Create a high density urban design
solution for the Fuller Heights and South
Saunders Street neighborhood.
Response: Suggest a design that
focused development in the abandoned/
industrial blocks, provided alternative
and affordable housing and jobs for
current residents, responded to views of
downtown, embraced the Rocky Branch
Creek, and factored in future impacts of
the redeveloped Dorothea Dix property.
Course: City Design Studio, Robin
Abrams, Spring 2016
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Task: Create a design for a large brownfield site in Prague, Czech Republic.
Response: Balance the density and connectivity needs to support the city’s growth and culture.
Course: Prague Study Abroad Studio, Spring 2011
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research + analysis

“You cannot change what you refuse to confront.”
- Anonymous

page 20

Task: Select a social, economic,
or environmental topic to
research, gather data, and
analyze.
Response: Analyze the urban
agriculture trend to determine
whether or not its impact is
valuable enough to communities
to warrant additional studies,
policies, and guidelines led by its
governing bodies.
Course: Landscape Architecture
Performance and Metrics, Emily
McCoy, Spring 2016
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Task: Design a building
or amenity for a future
Brunswick County
subdivision.
Response: Making the
case for the financial
and economic viability
of conservation land
planning for this
developer was more
important than a
physical structure. A
research study and ULI
Pro Forma course was
completed.
Course: Coastal
Dynamics Design
Studio, Andrew Fox/
David Hill, Spring 2016.
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Task: Select a historic preservation challenge to research
and evaluate.
Response: Assess the impact of Dorothea Dix Park on the
adjacent low-income neighborhood by studying the history
and current conditions of the residential properties followed
by suggestions for future preservation efforts.
Course: Contemporary Issues in Historic Preservation,
Rodney Swink, Fall 2016
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technical skills

“You are a product of your environment,
surround yourself with the best.”
- Anonymous
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Task: Issue a Response
for Proposal for Website
Development Services for
DixPark.org.
Responsibilities: Lead the entire
process from drafting the RFP to
consultant selection and contract
execution.
Employer: City of Raleigh,
Dorothea Dix Park
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Task: Design a space and draft a full set of construction documents for that design.
Response: Crafted a downtown cafe and park space for a brownfield site followed by site survey, materials plan,
grading and drainage plan, planting plan, and any construction or planting details.
Course: Design Development Studio, Andrew Fox/Kofi Boone, Fall 2009
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Task: Demonstrate the fundamentals of GIS taught by using the geoprocessing tools and model builder to analyze
a self-selected topic.
Response: Evaluate accessibility from residential properties to key publicly owned facilities like parks and universities.
Course: GIS for Designers, Jonathan Parsons, Fall 2017
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Task: Design a school inspired by a designated contemporary architect to be located on a French garden site.
Response: Orient the structure in a way that enhances the existing environmental forms by bringing the runnels of
water through the building and creating strategic views of the garden from the interior spaces.
Course: Architecture Studio, Tim McAuliffe, Fall 2010
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about me
Every professional and personal experience has prepared me for where
I am today. I grew up in rural North Carolina with daily access to the
natural environment. When choosing a career, this inspired my path to
landscape architecture and urban design. I realized that not everyone
had the privilege to engage with nature on a frequent basis. As a
gymnast for thirteen years and a coach for many subsequent years, I
also experienced first-hand how sports can benefit a child’s development.
Activities such as participating in sports and playing in nature, builds
character, resilience, self-esteem, and often, a sense of belonging.
Landscape architects are uniquely positioned to be the thread that stitches
together the quilt of architects, engineers, city planners, and parks and
recreation professionals to design more sustainable cities. My passion
lies in helping influence and inform the creation of urban spaces that will
connect people with each other and with their environment in a way that
encourages healthy, active lifestyles and creates opportunities for positive
social interaction and development.
As landscape architects and urban designers, we have the ability to lead
the growth of communities to provide equitable access to nature, healthy
food, clean water, education, employment, and other contributing factors
to a high quality of life. There is not a limit on the types of projects that
can contribute to these opportunities and therein lies the challenging and
rewarding role of being a landscape architect.

Career Achievements:
Professional Mentor for the NCSU Student ASLA Mentor Program, 2018
NC ASLA Award of Excellence Student: Analysis + Planning, 2018 (part of a
joint graduate student team)
Completed MLA with a 4.0 GPA
Outstanding Teaching Assistant for the NCSU College of Design Department of
Landscape Architecture
Excellence in Design Award for the NCSU College of Design Department of
Landscape Architecture
Nominee for the NC ASLA Award of Honor and Award of Merit
Completed BLA with Cum Laude and University Honors Program honors
Personal Achievements:
Competitive gymnast and wakeboarder
Former USA Waterski Certified Driver and Instructor
President, NC State Wake & Ski Club
Gymnastics coach
Certifications + Training:
ULI Pro Forma Fundamentals Course
Certified CPR/First Aid/AED for Infant/Child/Adult
Program Skills:
Adobe Creative Suite
Microsoft Office
AutoCAD
Google Sketchup

ArcGIS (Desktop/Online)
Web Design (WordPress/Drupal)
CRM (MailChimp)

Active member of ULI and ASLA.
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“The greatness of a man is not in how much
wealth he acquires, but in his integrity and his
ability to affect those around him positively.”
- Bob Marley
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